308                            KITCHENER
On June 4 Kitchener and his party travelled
to Thurso by train and on the morning of the
5th crossed to Scapa Flow. He lunched with
the Admiral, Sir J. Jellicoe, in the flagship,
H.M.S. Iron Duke, and afterwards embarked
in the Hampshire (Captain Savill).
There were three possible courses for the
Hampshire to take on the way to Archangel.
The first, and most direct, lay east of the
Orkneys. The second lay westwards through
the Pentiand Firth to Cape Wrath and thence
northwards. The third lay close along the
west of the Orkneys. The choice of route de-
pended on reports received about the activity
of the enemy's submarines and the state of the
weather.
Originally Captain SavilFs sailing orders
directed him to follow the first route. But dur-
ing the morning a wind from the north-east
freshened to a gale. An officer on duty in the
flagship called the attention of the Admiral to
the increasing heavy weather, but was told that
Lord Kitchener would not hear of any delay.
After serious consideration, however, the
Admiral altered his instructions and ordered
Captain Savill to take the third route, which
would be to some extent under the lee of the
Islands.
The ship, with Kitchener's party^ on board,1
got under way at a quarter to five in the after-
aThe party included Brig.-General W. Ellershaw, Lieut-
Colonel O. A. G. Fitzgerald (Mil. Sec.), Mr. H. J. O'Beirne,
of the Foreign Office, Sir H. F. Donaldson, Mr. L, S.
Robertson, of the Ministry of Munitions, and Second-
Lieutenant R. D. Macpherson.